Lesson 1
God’s Outline

Introduction

The book of Psalms may appear at first glance to be a random ogroup of thoughts and praise but God continues His marvelous, perfect and logical structure even into the exact order of His Psalms. 

I.
 The “______________” of Psalms

A. General Structure

1. Book of Psalms was primarily written by David as he prayed back the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible) to God.

2. The organization of Psalms therefore divides perfectly into five corresponding books.

3. Psalm 1 is the introduction to the entire Psalter and Ps 150 is the conclusion to it.

4. Each “book” is also marked by a clear introductory Psalm and a concluding Psalm.

5. Just as the first five books of the Bible doctrinally apply to the events of the entire Bible, so do the topics of Psalms trace historical events from Genesis to Revelations. 

B. God’s Outline:

PS 1 - 41 


Genesis Book

PS 42 - 72 

Exodus Book

PS 73 - 89  

Leviticus Book

PS 90 – 106  

Numbers Book

PS 107 – 150 

Deuteronomy Book

C. Key doctrinal concepts to watch for in all Psalms:

1.
Portions that show David under persecution and attack often prophetically point to Christ headed for and on the Cross (Ps 22)

2.
Portions showing David on the throne point us to the millennial reign of Christ.

3.
Portions of prayers offered in great trial prophetically anticipate those prayers of the tribulation saints.

4.
Constant contrasts in Psalms between the wicked and the righteous show us the pattern of _____________and ______________. 

D.
Psalm 1

1.
Overall we see the main topic of the entire Bible; The contrast and battle between good and evil to see who will rule the physical Kingdom on earth. (Pictured by the OT physical battles for the land-- Please Note: salvation is NOT the main topic of the Bible!!)

2.
Note that Ps 1 Opens with a benediction just like Genesis and The Sermon on the Mount.

3.
V1 The word "blessed" in Psalm 1 is plural so God is describing a "multiplicity of blessedness". 

4.
Good word studies for this week – Trees, Rivers, Chaff, Counsel 

E.
Now see how Ps 150 shows the rejoicing at the end of the age of sin. 

II.
__________________ Book Overview – Psalm 1- 41 

A. Overall Outline

1.
The Genesis book of Psalms generally concern man and creation

2.
37 of the 41 are credited to David and were collected by his son Solomon

3.
General book outline (outline tips from Bullinger / Companion Bible…subject to human interpretation and accuracy)

PS 1-8 concern Man

PS 9-15 concern “The Man of the Earth” (the Anti Christ)

PS 16-41 concern “The Man Christ Jesus” (The Messiah)

B.
PS2 – Shows man’s rebellion and Christ’s reign on earth.

1.
Evil counsel again

2.
V4&5 = Prov 6 – God does get the last laugh

3.
V6-9 = Isa 9:6-7 – Christ receiving control of earth from God and establishing kingdom

4.
Trust in the Son – The Son is very present even in the OT!

Psalms paints for us the picture of the whole Bible

III.
PS 5 is a very interesting type of Psalm 

A. Called an imprecatory Psalm  - Imprecation is a ___________________.

1. 
Destroy them God! – Shows us David Cursed his enemies!

2.
At least 7 psalms are like this where the Psalmist calls down the curse of God on his enemies! (Ps 35, 58, 59, 69, 83, 109, and 137)

3.
At least 14 more have strong imprecatory passages.

4.
Some Bible scholars get upset over these Psalms of curses for several reasons:

a.
To call on God to curse our enemies is contrary to normal compassion

b.
Even natural and pagan religions dare not express such sentiments.

c.
These Psalms are exactly opposite to the teaching of love and compassion found in the New Testament.

5.
The only explanations for these consistent with the Bible is:

a.
The principle of first mention (see Ps 5:10) Shows righteous indignation against wicked men who have rebelled against God.

b.
They are utterances of zeal for God’s ways and kingdom. Consider that the Psalmist’s (or your) enemies are God’s enemies IF you are truly living as God’s representative.

c.
The new testament also contains curses of the wicked: (1Cor 16:21)  
IV.
Ps 19 – Creation points to God’s incredible glory 

Points to God’s greatness through creation.

Understanding God’s ___________________ is a big key to truly knowing God.

A. 
1st Section - The heavens declare the glory of God (V1)

1. All of God’s physical creations point man to His glory

a.
Topic: The heavens – Psalm 19

I.
Written by King David

II.
Appears in the Genesis or “creation” section of the book of Psalms

III.
God = El – the God of creation, not yet Jehovah

IV.
Gospel connotation - Quoted in Rom 10:19

b.
Contrast: the Earth – Romans 1:19-20

I.
Written by Paul

II.
Appears in the “fallen man” section of the book Romans

III.  Plainly states that seeing creation, man has no excuse for not acknowledging God

c.
Why God’s glory is declared

I.
God’s Glory is above all: Psalms 108:5, Psalms 148:13  

II. 
Glory of the LORD is tied to fire: Isaiah 10:16   

III.
Glory is Defined as God’s: Splendor, brightness, and majesty: Ezek 43:2  Hab 3:3 Rev 21:23  

IV. God’s Glory appears in pillar of cloud and fills the tabernacle:  Ex 40:35  2 Chron 5:14 

V. Endures forever:  Psalms 104:31  Matthew 6:13  

VI.  We are created for His glory: Isaiah 43:7  

VII.
 Glory Is our reward: Psalms 8:4  

VIII.  Becomes our reward and brightness: Romans 8:18,   1 Corinthians 15:41  

IX.
God’s Glory is the fuel of his judgment 

For the Lost: Deuteronomy 4:24  Deuteronomy 9:3 Hebrews 12:29   

For the Saved: Corinthians 3:13  

2. 
2nd section - Psalm 19 addresses the second of three heavens God created (v2-6)



a.
Genesis 1 defines 1st heaven – Earth’s Sky; Genesis 1:20



b.
2nd heaven – Outer Space;
Job 22 defines outer space as the second heaven



c. 
3rd heaven – God’s dwelling;
Isaiah 14:12-14 shows us God’s Heaven

B. 
Outer Space shows Gods handiwork



1.
Space objects show God’s omnipotence and splendor

2.
Constellations picture the Gospel story – Romans Road

3.
The picture story replayed day after day, year after year 

4. 
Special attention given to the sun (Son) Mal 4:2

5.
Special words are the key to verses 4-6

C.
3rd section – note the change to very personal application:  How God’s message ________________________ (V 7-14)

1.
7 statements about God’s message to man

a.
Law is perfect

b.
Testimony is sure

c.
Statutes are right

d.
Commandment is pure

e.
Fear of the Lord is clean

f.
Judgments are true 

g.
Judgments are righteous

2.
7 positive affects of God’s message if accepted by man

a.
Converts soul

b.
Makes wise the simple

c.
Makes to rejoice

d.
Becomes enlightened

f.
Changes priorities

g. 
Becomes warned 

h.
Becomes motivated 

I.
Seeks Word of God

II.
Puts off sin
D.
Last section is very personal - salvation
1.
Personal: The Sinner Prays for salvation (v 12-14)

a.
Sinner sees error of a sinful life – 3rd person

b.
Sinner prays for cleansing – 1st person Cleans thou ME!!!

c.
Sinner receives victory over sin through salvation

d.
Saved seeks a sanctified life 

e.
Saved openly praises Lord as source of strength 

f.
Saved openly praises Lord as source of redemption

2.
Personal Application

a.
The universal message of space prompts man to acknowledge God as creator

b.
The perfect message of God’s Word prompts man to action with promised results

c.
The delivered message: see the error of sin and accept salvation through Christ 

V.
Ps 22 Christ on cross 

1.
The _____________________ Psalms: 

a.
Generally, all Psalms point to the Lord Jesus Christ

b.
Some are so clear that they are called Messianic Psalms.

c.
Some are completely messianic, others just portion of the psalm applies to Christ.

2.
Ps 22 is a “Typical prophetic” Messianic Psalm picturing Christ on the cross:

a.
Not amazing that Christ quoted scripture, IS a miracle that others perfectly acted out the 1000 year old prophecy!

3.
PS 69 is a partial (or “Typical”) Messianic Psalm where verse 5 is clearly not about the messiah.

4.
Ps 110 is an example of a completely Messianic psalm

5.
Classification of Messianic Psalms varies depending on who you read, but here are the psalms generally accepted as Messianic: 2, 8,16, 22, 23, 24, 40, 41, 45, 69, 72, 87, 89, 102, 110, 118, 132.

VI.
Ps 23
6 verses, 6 manifestations of God – a Psalm of comfort

V1

Provider

V2 

Transformer, Peace giver

V3

Redeemer, Teacher

V4

Guidance and Protection

V5

Blesses and exalts us

V6

Eternal Father
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