Lesson 2
God’s Structure and Notes

 I.  Importance of Rhythm and Parallelism in Psalms 

A. Rhythm
Many portions of the OT are written as Hebrew poetry, including the book of Psalms. For example Ex 15 (The Song of Moses), Deut 32:2, Samuel 22 and Habakkuk 3 are all expressed as Psalms.
Generally Hebrew Poetry is lyrical because it was written to be accompanied by music on the lyre and therefore contains a very strong ______________________.
B.
Parallelism

1.
The nature of Parallelism

b.
Parallelism is the way different lines, parts and choruses relate to each other.

2.
Let’s look at the three main parts of Parallelism (from Graham Scroggie’s “The Psalms”). 

a.
___________________– where the second part repeats the first in different words and so reinforces the first. Ps 24:1-3
b.
___________________ – The second line or thought contrasts the first. PS 1:6
These almost always contain the word BUT in the middle.

c.
____________________ – The second line or part adds to the first. Ps 19:7-9
3.
Parallelism Structure  

f.
Certain structures are very prevalent in Psalms:

h.
The alternating structure Example: Ps 103:11-12 

A.
For as the heaven is high above the earth, 

B.
so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

A.
As far as the east is from the west, 

B.
so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

l.
Ps 5, that we studied last lesson, is structured like this:

A
v1-2 
Prayers and Promise


B.
v3 
Promise of prayer



C.
v4-5
Negative Claims

`


C.
v6

Positive Claims


B.
v7
Promise of worship

A.
v8-12
Prayers and Plea

4.
Genesis Book ends with a GREAT concluding Psalm; Ps 41 
a.
Prophetically this is clearly a messianic Psalm:

b.
Outline looks like this:

1-3 
Jehovah’s Favor to the Messiah

4
Prayer of David

5a
Enemies – what they do

5b
Enemies - what they say



6
The Traitor

7
Enemies – what they do

8
Enemies - what they say

9
The Traitor

10
Prayer of David

11-12 
Jehovah’s Favor to the Messiah

13 Doxology (or CONCLUSION) of Genesis Book

 Note the Blessing to God and double Amen’s at the end of the Genesis Book – 

13  Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and  to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.

II.
Exodus Book – Psalm 42 – 72

A. Outline of Exodus Book

1. Psalms generally concerning Israel as a nation and ____________________.
2. Written mostly by David and collected by the Korahite Levites 

3. Begins with the cry of oppression of the Jews, just like Exodus does 

4. Ends with a redeemed nation (PS 72), just like Exodus does.

5. Also note that Ps 32 pictures the Sin Offering, Ps 40 the Burnt offering, and Ps 69 the trespass offering. (notes in your Bibles)
6. General book outline (from Companion Bible)

a. PS 42 – 49 concern Israel’s Ruin

b. PS 50 – 60 concern Israel’s Redeemer

c. PS 61– 72 concern Israel’s Redemption

7. 
The word Exodus in the Greek language means “the going out of Israel from Egypt”  - a description of the main event of the time period.

8. 
But the Hebrew title for this book in their Bible is “And These are the Names” – pointing to the lists of names of those who were delivered from the oppression of Egypt.
B.
Psalms for the __________________________; Ps 42-49

1.
Korah, was a Levite, the cousin of Moses and Aaron (Ex 6:21) 

2. 
Was involved in a power struggle against God and Moses in Numbers 16:1-3 

3.
He and 250 others were consumed by the fire of God, and caused the earth to swallow many Jews, and a plague to afflict still more. (Nu 16:35)

4. 
Korah’s sons, having seen the power and judgment of God, became extremely great Levitical servants (Num 26:11) 

5.
Psalms 42-49 are accredited to them plus 84, 85, 87 and probably 88.

C.
Psalms to the Chief Musician; 53 psalms are so listed, many in the Exodus book

1.
Exact key of “the Chief Musician” has been lost over the 22+ centuries

2.
Some say that they were Psalms dictated to the head musician of the Temple

3.
Others think that these were directed to the Heavenly Chief Musician, Jesus Christ.
D.
Psalms of Asaph; 12 Psalms listed

1.
Asaph was a very prominent Levite Priest

E.
 Hebrew words found in the text of Psalms

1.
______________________ –Ps 46 

a.
The word came from salah “Pause” or salal “lift up”

b.
Selah occurs 74 times in the OT; 3 times in Habakkuk 3 and 71 times in Psalms

c.
The obvious explanation for Selah is that it is a musical pause, placed at the beginning or end of a passage. (like Ps 46)

e.
In every case though, Selah connects; either two Psalms, two passages or two thoughts. So the complete definition would be that it is a linkage of thoughts,.

2.
Haggaion

a.
The word appears transliterated only in Ps 9:16, though it is translated “meditation in Ps 19:14 and “solemn sound” in Ps 92:3

b.
Haggiaion comes from the verb “hagah” meaning to meditate, or to speak to one’s self. 

c.
Haggiaion’s only other appearance in the KJV is in Lamentations 3:6 where it is translated “device” as in plotting against.

G. Psalm of the Dove teaches us David’s history -  Ps 55
1.
Maschil means teaching and is in the Prescript of 13 Psalms, Usually associated with learning “the hard way”.

2. 
This shows us that this is a Psalm of teaching by David about dealing with large trials.

3.
The timeframe is 2 Sam 15…934BC when David is oppressed by Absalom and is chased from the throne.

III.  Has the original Psalms Temple music been preserved?  Suzanne Haïk-Vantoura  
The late French composer Suzanne Haïk-Vantoura, dedicated her life to the monumental task of deciphering the original 3000 year old music of the Hebrew Bible, as once performed by the Levites in the Temple of Jerusalem. 

IV.
Leviticus Book – Psalm 73 – 89

A. Outline of the Leviticus Book

1. Generally concerning adoration, worship and the sanctuary

2. Written mostly by Asaph and collected by Hezekiah (Found in Pro 25:1 and 1 Chronicles 29:30)

3. Starts with a contrast between evil men and the heaven (the true sanctuary) that righteous men will possess
4.  Ends with …God in the assembly of his saints with them singing blessings to him:

Starts: 1. I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations.

2  For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.

Then explains the good to come of those that trust in the Lord and the curses of those that reject him.

 Ends with 52  Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen, and Amen.

5. The Sanctuary is mentioned in almost every Psalm. It is seen from it’s ruin to it’s establishment in the fullness of blessing
6. General book outline (from Companion Bible)

a. PS 73 – 88 concerns the Sanctuary in relation to man

b. PS 84 – 89 concerns the sanctuary in relation to Jehovah

7. The historical Psalms – PS 78, 105,106 - Psalms (Songs) to remind Israel of their past
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